A Bidding Prayer Contemporary (Lessons and Carols)

Dear People of God: in this Advent & Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem, and see the Son of
God lying in the manger.

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose from the time
of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child
Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and justice on earth, for
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in
our country and in this city.

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and the
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as those who do not know and
love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. Amen
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